342                                  Caesar
The disaffection of the preceding summer had been trampled out, but the ashes of it weie still smouldering , and when it became known that Clodius, who was regaided as Csesai's tubune, had been killed, that the Senate was in power again, and that Italy was thieatened with civil convulsions, their passionate patriotism kindled once more into flame Sudden in then lesolutions, they did not pause to watch how the balance would incline Caesar was across the Alps Eithei he would be deposed, or civil war would detain him in Italy. His legions were scat-teied between Trdves, Auxerre, and Sens, far from the Roman frontier A simultaneous rising would cut them off from suppoit, and they could be staived out or overwhelmed in detail, as Sabinus had been at Tongres and Giceio had almost been at Charleroy Intelligence was swiftly exchanged The chiefs of all the tribes established communications with each other They had been deeply affected by the execution of Acco, the patriotic leader of the Carnutes The death of Acco was an intimation that they were Roman subjects, and weie to be punished as traitors if they disobeyed a Roman command They buiied their own dissensions Except among the JEdui there was no longer a Roman faction and a patiiot faction The whole nation was inspired by a simultaneous impulse to snatch the opportunity, and unite in a single effort to asseit then freedom The understanding was complete A day was fixed for a universal rising The Carnutes began by a massacie which would cut off possibility of retieat, and, in le-venge for Acco, slaughteied a paifcy of Roman civilians who were engaged in business at Ghenl A sys-
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